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(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



I 


El 


II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 
15.04.2004 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Date of completion of this report 
04.03.2005 



Authorized Officer 
Stock, H 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-8458 



I 0} 




I 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY dtt/id nwwo 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/JP 03/1 jUI Z 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been A^J^d to 
ihereceMng Office in response to an invitation underArticle 14 are referrec I to ;#n Srt5Sr frlW 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)). 



Description, Pages 

1.21 as originally filed 

(Claims, Numbers 

1-9 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1 as originally filed 

2 With reqard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
' language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: t 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
# international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: C(aims 

Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Item V 

The application provides a method of pre-treating a non-conductive material which is to be 
subsequently electroplated, characterized by irradiating said material with UV light in a 
solution containing ozone. 

The examples show that improved adhesion of the coating is achieved in short processing 
times without deterioration of the substrate. 

Ozonisation (both in solution and in the gaseous state) as well as UV-treament methods 
are known per se. Research Disclosure 33937/1992 represents probably closest prior art. 
It discloses a method of irradiating polyimides with UV-light in gaseous ozone for 5-1 0 
minutes. A similar process is employed in a photolithographic patterning method in JP-A- 
2002 023367. There is no suggestion to perform said treatment in an aqueous ozone 
solution. 

The claims appear to meet the requirements of Article 33(2) and (3) PCT. 
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